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Ohio has the potential to bring in millions of dollars in 

additional tax revenue, provide jobs, and create new 

housing options if we seize the opportunity to redevelop 

the over 9,000 vacant and contaminated properties 

known as “brownfields.”  These sites are unusable for 

new development in their current condition.  Found in 

every county, there are as many brownfields as fast food 

restaurants in Ohio. They discourage investment and 

create barriers to job creation across the state.  

Individual communities are doing what they can to 

address brownfields, but the costs of cleanup, and the 

potential risks of legal liability, make private sector 

investors wary of these sites. 

Creating a New Public-Private  
Partnership for Redevelopment 
In order for the state to sustain its economic 

momentum, Ohio needs a new approach that creates a 

partnership between the public and private sectors and 

has brownfield redevelopment as its primary goal.  The 

new partnership requires regulatory reform and the right 

mix of financial incentives to leverage private 

investment.  In 2017, Greater Ohio Policy Center is 

collaborating with public and private sector stakeholders 

to identify the steps needed to create a sustainable, 

comprehensive brownfield program.   

Toward Clean Ohio 2.0 
The former state brownfield program, known as Clean 

Ohio, provided financial assistance to local partners to 

evaluate contamination and support cleanup activities.  

During its 12-year existence, the cleanup portion of the 

program provided over $330 million to 164 projects 

across Ohio, and enjoyed broad bipartisan support until 

it ended in 2014.  Since the Clean Ohio program ended, 

the pace of redevelopment has slowed, and the state is 

missing opportunities for catalytic developments.   

How to Get Involved  
If you are interested in learning more about our 

brownfield initiative, or would like to become a part of 

our coalition, please contact Senior Policy Fellow, Jon 

Honeck, PhD at jhoneck@greaterohio.org.  Together, we 

can make Ohio thrive.   

Tech Town:  
A Clean Ohio Success Story 

Dayton’s Tech Town technology 
commercialization center, pictured above, 

was a former General Motors Delphi 
Facility that received Clean Ohio funding.  

Other Clean Ohio projects created 
opportunities for manufacturing, housing, 

retail, and recreation. 

Clean Ohio 2.0 
Turning Abandoned Property into Economic Opportunity:  

Redevelopment of Urban Brownfields 

Through the reinstatement of the Clean Ohio Pro-
gram, we can clean up hundred of additional sites 

throughout the state, making Ohio a more   
attractive place to live, work and do business. 
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